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From the Pastorõs Desk 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
    Grace, mercy, and peace to you in the 
name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
    I typed into the Google search engine 
ñMay is national what month?ò  I found 
approximately 45 causes ï diseases, di-
ets, organizations ï that have a focus in 
the month of May.  Way down on the list, 
about number 40, was Asian American 
and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. 
    Congress first passed a joint resolution 
in 1978 authorizing the President to pro-
claim a week-long celebration of Asian 
and Pacific American heritage. President 
Jimmy Carterôs proclamation took place 
on March 28, 1979, and the first Asian 
and Pacific American Heritage week took 
place the week of May 4, 1979.   In 1990, 
the proclamations expanded to a month-
long observance. In 1992, Congress 
passed legislation recognizing the previ-
ous proclamations and Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month an annual des-
ignation in May. President Obamaôs 
proclamation in 2009 expanded the ob-
servance to include Pacific Islanders. 
    In a month that should celebrate the 
contributions of our kindred from the Pa-
cific rim, we find ourselves steeped in a 
wave of violence against them.  How 
ironic!  Kimmy Yang, a reporter for NBC 
News Asian America reports that there 
were approximately 3800 anti-Asian rac-
ist incidents, mostly against women, this 
past year.  These included shunning, 
slurs, and physical attacks. 
    The directive from God to the children  
 

of Israel was ñDonôt mistreat or oppress 
an immigrant, because you were once 
immigrants in the land of 
Egyptò (Exodus 22.21). Israelôs protec-
tive affirmation of the socially marginal 
is rooted in its exodus memory and imag-
ination. The command protects resident 
aliensði.e., permanent residents in the 
community who have no rights of citi-
zenship and, therefore, are vulnerable to 
all kinds of social pressure. Resident al-
iens, or immigrants, along with the poor, 
widows and orphans are often mentioned 
because they are vulnerable to exploita-
tion, especially because they lack family 
or social protection.  Israel is challenged 
to remember its own time as resident al-
iens in Egypt. 
    And what of our brothers and sisters of 
Asian descent who are citizens of this 
nation and are promised the unalienable 
right of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness? Should that be denied them? 
By no means, NO!  As I face the chal-
lenges of being an American of African 
descent, I cannot deny my voice from 
others who seek liberation from racism 
and sexism.  I cannot live with a ñwhen I 
get mine then Iôll help you get yoursò at-
titude.  Rather the struggle against racism 
causes its victims to be joined together.  
Their fears and anxieties are my fears and 
anxieties. 
    To this I add these words from the Na-
tional Federation of Asian American 
United Methodists: 
     ñWe ask that the church live up to its 
commitments  stated  in  the  2016 United             
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Greeting Cards  

Our handmade greeting cards are available for pur-
chase on the first Tuesday of the month from 
9:30am -3pm. If you are interested in purchasing 
cards, please contact:  
Vicki Oberlies or   
Dawn Ferree.   
The cost is $2.00 each. 

Gift Cards  
Available to purchase every Tuesday from 11am - 1 pm.  
Special orders are available. Contact: Tom and Judy Sutliff or Sue Heizer. 

All Church Outdoor Workday 

Saturday, May 1 from 8AM ï 12PM. We 

will be working at the Parsonage raking, 

pruning, mulching and relocating Hosta 

plants. Volunteers for digging and planting 

are needed. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

      As the virus continues to regulate our lives, we continue to live 
with hope that it will all be over soon. Please, if you havenôt, get your 
vaccine.  If you feel the need to talk with someone, please give me a 
call. There are only three things you need to remember; 1. Our calls are 
confidential. 2.  We can talk over the phone or in person. Your 
choice.  3.  There is absolutely NO charge to you.  

     This time in our lives can give us all kinds of emotional feelings, 
like a roller coaster.   Iôll be happy to help you through these times.  

Susan Heizer MSW, LCSW 

(847) 217-6002 

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/asian-american-and-pacific-islander-heritage-month-may/
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/asian-american-and-pacific-islander-heritage-month-may/
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May Birthdays 

May Anniversaries 
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Methodist Book of Resolution #3422 
óSpeaking Out for Compassion: Trans-
forming the Context of Hate in The 
United Statesô. This is an urgent matter 
of justice. 
    ñWe ask that all United Methodists 
read again and live out our own Charter 
for Racial Justice (https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
racialjusticecharter) which states that all 
persons are of equal value in the sight of 
God and that racism is a rejection of the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. The Charter 
also states that our struggle for justice 
must be based on new attitudes, new un-
derstandings, and new relationships and 
must be reflected in the laws, policies, 
structures, and practices of both church 
and state. 
    ñWe implore all United Methodists to 
end their complicity with hate and speak 
out when jokes, disparagements, and ste-
reotypes based on difference (are told). 
These differences fuel fear and rational-
ize acts of violence. We further call on 
all United Methodists to implement bib-

lically based, multigenerational re-
sources that address the systemic nature 
of hate crimes. 
    ñFinally, we call on the Council of 
Bishops to create opportunities to listen 
to and hear from Asian Americans and 
other excluded groups about the current 
reality and impact of the violence and 
hatred, and partner with these groups to 
act for justice so that the light of Jesus 
can shine in the darkness and the dark-
ness of systematic racism will be con-
queredò. 
    To this end, my Brothers and Sisters, 
let us observe/celebrate Asian American 
and Pacific Islander Heritage Month by 
embracing these our siblings, denounc-
ing hateful speech and acts of violence 
against them, and offer Cary UMC as a 
safe space for all. From migrant laborers 
to inventive trailblazers, the month is a 
time to acknowledge their hardships, 
culture, achievements, and beliefs. 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Norval 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter
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On March 27, we hosted the 2021 Easter Egg Hunt. We were truly blessed by the 
weather that cooperated and allowed many happy children search the lawn of the 
church to find eggs containing all sorts of treats.  Following the hunt, the children 
enjoyed an Easter cookie and participated in doing a variety of Easter crafts.  Thanks 
to all who contributed to make this event happen and to those who came to enjoy it. 

      мо            

Help Us Save Money and Trees:  
Get Your UMW Newsletter by Email 
 

The Cary UMW quarterly publication, ñWoman to Woman,ò is delivered via email and 
USPS. If you would like to help UMW save some money and the environment, please con-
tact Carolyn Downs to have your newsletter delivered via email only. Also, if you havenôt 
been receiving the newsletter, please contact Carolyn Downs to update your information. 
 

UMW Pledges 

Your pledges fund UMW mission locally and abroad. Thank you for your financial support! 
To contribute, please make out your checks to United Methodist Women. Checks can be 
mailed to our unit treasurer Amy Peterson. 

Small Groups - May Calendar 
 

UMW Small Groups are returning to the church for socially-distanced meetings. When 
meeting with your group, please follow these protocols: 
§ Stay at least six feet apart from each other. 
§ Wear your mask when not eating or drinking. 
§ Each person should bring their own refreshments. The church kitchen cannot be used. 
 
Books N Bagels ï Books N Bagels meets in-person, with a Zoom option, in Fellowship 
Hall at 7pm, first Friday of the month. The next meeting will be Friday, May 7. Mayôs 
book is Becoming by Michelle Obama. For Zoom login information, contact Dawn Fer-
ree or Bethany Decker. Juneôs selection is Garden Spells by Sarah Addison Allen. 
 
Morning Craft Group ï meets in person 9am-12noon, the first Wednesday of the 
month, in Fellowship Hall. For more information, contact Pat Jacobson. 
 
Dorcas Circle ï meets in person at 12 noon, the second Wednesday of the month. Please 
wear a mask and bring your own lunch.  For more information, contact Penny Libert . 
  
Evening Craft Group ï meets in person 7-9pm, the fourth Wednesday of the month un-
til September 22 in Fellowship Hall. (No meeting in July). For 
more information, contact Vicki  
Oberlies.  



мн 

 Fellowship of the Least Coin 

The Fellowship of the Least Coin (FLC) is a global ecumenical prayer 
movement for justice, peace, and reconciliation led by Christian women 
for women and girls all over the world. UMW is collecting for the Fel-
lowship of the Least Coin. UMW will provide containers for you to col-
lect your coins. You can pick up your container in the church office, or 
we can deliver it to you. Contact Amy Peterson.  Save your coins and 
bring your container to Cary UMC by Motherôs Day (Sunday, May 9). 
 

Annual UMW Rummage Sale Date Change   

The annual UMW Rummage Sale will be in July to allow for an outdoor  
option, if  needed. Drop-off dates: July 25-28. Set-up and sorting: July 26-28. 
Sale: July 29-31. Volunteers are needed to coordinate the event. Contact  
Glenda . 

 

Leadership Positions Open at District and Unit Levels 

Looking for connection, purpose, service, fun? Consider serving on the Leadership Team of 
Cary UMW. Itôs a wonderful way to serve women, youth and children in the community and 
worldwide. Our Cary UMW Unit has the following positions open: Vice President of Pro-
gramming, Membership Chair and Nominations Chair. The Elgin District Leadership Team 
has the following positions open: Secretary, Membership Coordinator, Spiritual Growth Co-
ordinator, and two Nominations Committee Members. For more information, contact Glenda 
Arnold or Lois Voss.. 
 

Help Us Grow! Invite a Friend to Join UMW! 
 

United Methodist Women is a supportive, inclusive Christian membership organization 
where women like you grow spiritually, develop as leaders and serve and work to create a 
world in which all women, children and youth thrive. United Methodist Women is celebrat-
ed as the womenôs ministry of The United Methodist Church. 
 

Who can join UMW? Any woman who commits herself to the PURPOSE of United Meth-
odist Women and to engage in mission, study, personal growth and social action can join. 
You donôt have to be United Methodist or meet an age requirement to be a member.  
 

Like Us On Facebook! 
 

Cary United Methodist Women has a closed Facebook Group. Itôs a great way to keep up on 
the latest activities. Be sure to like us on Facebook. 

Cary UMW May Update 
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